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Good evening M. Chouanard,
ladies and gentlemen, delegates
and fellow Percheron enthusiasts.
I would like to acknowledge all the
people of La Perche for their con-
tributions in selecting bloodlines
that have led to the magnificent
horses that we have now. We owe
so much to past generations for
their expertise and traditions that
they have passed down to present
day horse enthusiasts.

Thank you for your kind introduc-
tion Virginia and a huge thank you
to the Société Hippiqué
Percheronne de France, for the
invitation to come to your beautiful
country and address you at this
most prestigious of occasions. It is
certainly an honour and a privilege
that | will never forget and a life-
long dream that has come to frui-
tion.

| would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend my gratitude and
heartfelt thanks from the Kamilaroi
Equestrian Team to Eric Albert,
“d’Albe and Sylvi Martz, “Grand
Prainville” and Roy and Jane
Cutts, “Lakes Percherons”, for the
use of their magnificent
Percherons and facilities in prepa-
ration for our performances here,
at Haras du Pin and for their warm
hospitality in their homes.

I am now the principal of Kamilaroi
Percherons, Australia. | have been
breeding Percherons, along with
my late husband, Richard Park, for
the past thirty-six years. My prop-
erty is located in a remote area of
Australia, where | join approxi-
mately twenty mares each year,
using two stallions; a Percheron
for the Pure Bred breeding pro-
gramme and a Thoroughbred to

produce Percheron Warmbloods.
The horses are run under natural
conditions with paddock mating,
but with constant monitoring.

| have held the positions of Secre-
tary and Registrar for the
Percheron Horse Breeders’ Asso-
ciation of Australia Inc. at various
times over the past thirty-five
years and have compiled all five
volumes of the Stud Book, main-
taining it to the present day as
Registrar.

It is said that the Percheron has
been represented as being the first
draught breed introduced into Aus-
tralia. Contrary to our former belief
that Registered Percherons did not
arrive in Australia until 1913, re-
cent research, with documented
evidence, has revealed that Regis-
tered Percheron Horses were
transported to Australia as early as
1894. The importation of French,
Canadian and English blood at
that time was a smaller, lighter
type of horse than we see in the
present day Percherons of France
and USA. Climate, nutrition and
isolation could be contributing fac-
tors to the difference we now see
between these and the Australian
Bred Percherons. However it is
predominately the presence of
those easily traceable old blood-
lines that have enabled us to
breed a horse true to type.

There were five main breeders in
the early 1900's; Kadlunga, Fox-
low, Newstead and the NSW State
Department of Agriculture, fol-
lowed by Cherokee. The use of
these horses in the early history of
Australia was primarily to be
crossed with farm horses on the
large, remote properties in the

harsh northern and western cli-
mate, to put more weight, bone,
durability and better temperament
into the working saddle horses.
These properties could range in
size from fifty square kilometres to
hundreds of square kilometres.

These types of horses have be-
come part of our Australian Heri-
tage and Mythology and an impor-
tant part of our outback oral tradi-
tion. Stories of the deeds of Aus-
tralian bush horses have been
passed down through generations.

During the First World War, thou-
sands of horses were shipped
overseas; the majority of which
were from NSW and comprised
horses crossed with Percheron
and other Heavy Horse Breeds to
be used for Remount, Artillery and
Supply. The name Waler was
adopted as a result of their NSW
origin and there is now a Waler
Society in Australia recognising
their origin and breeding horses of
like type.

Teams of horses were used Delv-
ing “Irrigation” Channels (Bore
Drains); cleaning out long drains
running from an artesian bore,
across country for many miles, to
supply water to livestock and wild-
life. This was done using a huge V
Shaped tyne the width of the drain
to keep it free from debris and silt.
The horses were harnessed with
half the team working either side
of the drain, in single file, to facili-
tate an even pull. This practice has
been replaced by capping the
bores and running water pipes to
troughs.

Bronco Branding was necessary
on very large stations (farms)
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where cattle were handled in the
open, without yards. It required a
team of horsemen to hold a herd
of cattle together while a rider
mounted upon a heavy horse, with
a working collar, would rope a
beast out of the mob and pull it to
a structure of two panels. There it
was held by the horse and rider,
as men on foot restrained it fur-
ther, while branding etc. took place
before it was released back into
the mob.

Yards and modern equipment
have replaced these past meth-
ods: however Bronco Branding
has been modified to become a
very popular sport with one of the
most successful participants in
recent yeas, being a Kamilaroi
mare.

The Commonwealth Serum Labo-
ratories have for many years, ex-
clusively used Percherons for
blood collection for the production
of vaccines and anti-venins. The
choice of the Percheron was prin-
cipally because of their excep-
tional temperament

Percherons featured prominently
with Breweries, delivery and farm
work. They were often the horse of
choice for work in coal mines and
with the Colonial Sugar Refinery.

Horses of Percheron content have
for many years been exclusively
used by the South Australian Po-
lice and also by the Victorian Po-
lice Force. Recently the Queen-
sland Mounted Police purchased
two part bred geldings and are
trialling another, all broken in by
Kamilaroi Equestrian’s, Karen
Foran. They were out working in
public within five weeks. The po-
lice handlers reported that it usu-
ally takes six months to have new
horses trained and working at that
elite level.

For the past thirty-six years with
my late husband, | have bred
these magnificent horses and
never cease to be amazed at their
trainability, temperament and over-
all willingness to please. We have
trained and sold many Part Bred
Percheron horses that have com-
peted in a wide range of disci-
plines to the highest level, while
our pure breeding programme has
produced many winners in the
very limited number of shows in
which Australia has classes for
Draught Horses. There are two
main Draught Horse Field Days in
the State of Queensland and a
similar number of events in the
other states each year.

We have with us to-day, the Perry
family, who are perhaps our most
active exhibitors and whose
daughter, Christine is possibly the
only woman in Australia to have
broken in, trained and Driven
Teams.

Since the establishment of our
Percheron Horse Breeders’ Asso-
ciation of Australia Incorporated in
1976, a register of Pure Bred
horses has been kept, with re-
cords going back to our foundation
sires and broodmares. Together
with an Appendix incorporating
horses; one parent of which must
be 100% Percheron; the resultant
progeny finally recognised as Pure
Bred at the Fourth Cross. Since
Volume 3 of the Stud Book a Reg-
ister of Part Bred Percheron
Warmbloods has been integrated.
This was deemed necessary to
officially recognise the contribution
of Part Bred Percherons in many
equine disciplines. Many of these
horses are now competing suc-
cessfully in a wide range of eques-
trian fields. This has always been
the case; however without docu-

mentation, these horses competed
without recognition of their back-
ground. Examples being, Cha-
risma ridden by Mark Todd (NZ) —
2 Individual Olympic Gold and
Gillian Rolton’s Peppermint Grove
— 2 Team Olympic Gold Medals.
Carol Lieutenant’s Victory Salute
ridden by Brett Parbery is currently
ranked 9. in the World in Dres-
sage, while Sally Watkin’'s Kamila-
roi Talisman (EFA Reg. Merlin’s
Masterpiece) is a Grand Prix Dres-
sage horse in Australia.

So! Where to from here? Part-
breds? Only through excellence in
our Pure Bred Percherons can we
achieve excellence in the quality of
our Part Breds produced. To en-
sure the best quality in purebreds
we have selected breeding stock
with exceptional movement, tem-
perament and conformation and
moved away from white markings
both on legs and muzzle and away
from the chestnut gene.

So what does the future hold for
the prospective breeding pro-
gramme? Each country has it's
own individual problems; ours be-
ing our small genetic pool. Several
Australian Breeders have been
privileged to access semen from
three privately owned French Stal-
lions. This process was only made
possible through the assistance of
the Société Hippique Percheronne
de France and offers a very excit-
ing future for our Australian Breed-
ing Industry and the continuation
of the Percheron Breed in Austra-
lia. This will be the first introduc-
tion of French Blood since Hermes
en Vallee in 1978 and Trappeur en
Vallee in 1996; both bred by

M. Georges Pirard. Prior to
Hermes' importation, it had been
forty years since French blood had
been introduced into Australia.
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The make-up of a draft horse capa-
ble of working hard throughout a
long lifetime depends upon a great
many essential factors. Correct-
ness of underpinning with respect
to set of feet and legs, the shape,
size, and quality of the different
parts may be considered both liter-
ally and figuratively to be the
foundation upon which "good-
using" horses are built. It is not a
question of the draft horse breeder
evolving new types or models
nearly so much as it is of getting
his product improved until the
general run partake quite largely
of the excellence of the "top"
specimens which have been pro-
duced, comparatively few in num-
bers, by the best breeders for a
good many years. The study of the
feet and legs of workers which
have been on heavy duty on paved
streets will prove illuminating to
the breeder. Good feed is always
essential to best development. It is
well to remember, however, that it
is quite largely wasted when put
into specimens which are faulty in
the underpinning because of a bad
inheritance. Mere scale does not
make a valuable horse.

Diagrams and score cards may be
said to be out of thought entirely
by the skillful judge who is at
work. The illustrations used here,
however, will help to make some
points clearer in connection with

rules governing the correct set of
feet and legs. Both power and the
facility with which it is applied
must be studied. Conformation
which combines to the greatest
extent strength to do work and
action to "get there" with the use
of the least possible energy is
ideal.

In front it is desirable to have the
legs set squarely under the body.
Both should not appear to come
from the same hole in a too narrow
body; neither should they be
"clapped on" to the outside of an
already too wide front.

The forelegs bear more weight
than the hind, their function being
largely that of supporting the body
and dispersing concussion
(lessening jar when the feet come
in contact with the ground) rather
than propulsion. The long, sloping
shoulder heavily and smoothly
muscled, properly combines
strength with a long, easy stride.
The arm should be heavily mus-
cled, relatively short, and carried
forward, and the forearm long and
heavily muscled.

The knees should be of good size,
broad, deep, straight, clean and
well supported from below. Stand-
ing too open at the knees, knock-
kneed, knee-sprung, and calf-

kneed are terms applied to some ol stand wear best. Flat feet, i.e.,

the more important defective de-

viations in the set of the knees.
Such defects decrease strength,
sure-footedness and speed. Defe
of this sort do not improve with
age and length of service, but
grow worse.

cts

The cannons should be short and
flat with the tendons well set back.
A "tied-in" condition of the ten-
dons below the knees is a serious
defect. No draft horse ever had too
much clean, flat quality bone be-
low his knees or hocks. Long, slim
cannons generally go with a
"weed." Weediness has no place
any kind of horse and least of all
in the draft type.

o

Clean, smooth, and well-supporte
fetlocks of good size are desirable.
Draft horse pasterns should be of
moderate length with plenty of
slope and good quality. Proper
length and slope of pasterns go
with spring and sure-footed action;
these qualities act as "shock-
absorbers" and give the horse good
control of his feet. The opposite
condition means a short, hard
stride and a short period of useful:
ness.

Properly placed feet which are
medium in size, rather circular in
shape, wide and deep at the heels
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those with wide, flaring hoof walls
and lacking in depth, are not of
long avail in withstanding the pun-
ishment hard-footing metes out to
them. Furthermore, to add to the
trouble, the horn is generally
shelly with this type of foot. The
high, narrow-heeled font is subject
to contraction. Feet toeing either in
or out cause bad action and hence
a waste of energy. Users of draft
horses on the streets have more
trouble with horses going wrong in
their front feet than in any other
place. Very frequently forefeet
prove the limiting factors. The
qualities that make feet wear on
the streets add usefulness to horse
worked on farms even though the
test may not be nearly so severe.

Propulsion is the chief function of
the hind legs, which support less
weight than the forelegs and also
suffer less from concussion. It is
important that the legs be properly
set and the joints be strong so that
the heavy muscles of the hind
quarters may exert their power to
best advantage. The diagram

"R" (above) shows a perpendicular
line dropped from the point of the
buttock, dividing back of hock and
cannon and foot in lateral halves
and meeting the ground a short
distance back of the heel. In prac-
tice horses are found to have freer
action when the points of the

hocks are turned in a bit and the
toes of the hind feet out, thus giv-
ing more freedom for movement at
the stifles. Hind legs thus placed
insure a horse in going with his
hocks well together and well under
him. "Out-bowed" hocks do not
permit proper delivery of power.
Horses with hocks of this sort have
a hard job in standing on
"slippery" going, and the condition
becomes worse with service.

The hock is an exceedingly impor-
tant center of movement. The pull
of the extensor muscles which pro-
pels the body is concentrated here.
The hocks should combine good
size with clean-cut quality and
should be wide, deep, point promi-
nent, and have plenty of support
below. Sickle-hocks, hocks too
straight, cow hocks, and hocks
bowed out are defects which result
in bad action and consequently

slope and length of hind pasterns.
Horses that stand with their hind
legs out behind the normal posi-
tion, as in "O", are liable to this
and to other unsoundnesses. Sire
of this kind should be castrated
without delay.

Correct underpinning goes far to-

ward insuring soundness. Further:

more, the development of un-
soundnesses on good limbs is ge
erally of not nearly so serious a
consequence as when it occurs o
the coarse, misshapen limbs.
Horse breeding at best is slow
when compared with the meat-
producing animals. This makes

imperative the necessity of obtain-:

ing good foundation stock. There
is a compensating factor which
must always be taken into accoun
and that is the temperament of the
individual. Some "rattle-brained"
horses wear out a good set of fee
and legs in much shorter time tha
the individuals favored by nature

undue strain and unsoundness. Thewith good brains and only moder-

remarks made respecting fore can-

ate underpinning. While we are

nons, pasterns, and feet apply very striving hard to breed model con-

much to the hind ones.

Cocked ankles, or a tendency
thereto, will depreciate the price of
an otherwise good drafter from
$75 to $100, no other objection
being raised. Any tendency to this
must be avoided in sires, and
mares showing an inclination to
this fault should be bred only to
sires that are especially good in

formation, we ought to keep in
mind that a "good head" is of ines
timable value in a horse.

This article is reprinted with
permission from the Spring, 1994
issue ofThe Draft Horse Journa)
which had itself reprinted it from
the 1919 issue dfhe Percheron
Review
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As a member of the CRT Group we have a full range o f all livestock feeds
including Riverina, Ridley, Prydes, Mi-feed as well as Hay and Chaff,
Feeding Equipment, Animal Health Products and Pet A ccessories.

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK - 6 COOPER ST LAIDLEY 07 5465213 5
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PERCHERON WARMBLOOD
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Horse wanted for pleasure riding. Gelding over 15hh, 6-
10yrs old. Colour/breed not important but would prefer
something with a bit of bone. MUST be QUIET to
catch/float/truck/saddle. Excellent home on cattle station
guaranteed - will never be sold. Location: Marla.S.A
Please email pictures and details. Contact: Gillian Fennell
Ph: 08867010071

Email: gillianfennel@activ8.net.au

Little Rock Maximus - colt 16hh, grey. Stunning, beautiful
dark grey colt, regretful sale going to waste sitting in pad-
dock, he has so much potential to achieve, must only go to
loving home. Price: $6,000 no offers. Foaled 28/6/09,
took Lead class show 1st place Dungog 2010, first and
only show entered. Selling only due to owner's work injury.
Contact: Natina Howard,

Email: natinarobert@hotmail.com,

Mobile: 0422353302 Location: Greta, NSW

Wanted - Looking for Percheron x gelding over 15.2 for
forest rides and jumping. Kind loving experienced home
provided. He will have company on our property in SA.
Wendy Abrahart on 0401 710 419 or

Email: wendy.abrahart@nec.com.au

A fantastic new range of printed T-
shirts, Caps and PHBAA Metal Badges
and Stickers will be available soon!

Support the PHBAA and buy one today!

Please keep an eye out on the PHBAA
website for more details on our new
range of merchandise.

www.percheron.com.au
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www.kamilaroi.com

ISO Microchip Scanners
Approved for use Australia Wide
High Quality ISO FDXB Microchips

Call 1300 922 864

www.ozmicrochips.com.au
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